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PRESS RELEASE 

The EU and the Information and Data Protection Commissioner of Albania launched a new 

initiative to modernise data protection in Albania through the Twinning Project “Institution-

building for alignment with EU acquis on the protection of personal data”   

On February 16, 2021, the Information and Data Protection Commissioner’s Office of Albania 

hosted the kick-off meeting of the EU funded Twinning Project “Institution–building for 

alignment with EU acquis on the protection of personal data”.  

The Twinning project is being implemented by Personal Data Protection Authority of Italy 

“Garante per la Protezione dei Dati Personali”, supported by CSI Piemonte, Italy, and Ludwig 

Boltzmann Institute of Fundamental and Human Rights, Austria.  



This Twinning project aims at aligning the legal framework on personal data protection currently 

in force in Albania with that prescribed by the EU acquis, and more specifically by the EU General 

Data Protection Regulation 2016/679 (GDPR) and EU Police Directive 2016/680.  

The event, which was organized online, was opened by Mr Besnik Dervishi, Information and Data 

Protection Commissioner of Albania and followed by Mr Zef Mazi, Chief negotiator for Albania’s 

accession to EU, Mr Mario Mariani, Head of Cooperation of the Delegation of the EU to Albania, 

Mr Alberto Petrangeli, Deputy Ambassador of Italy in Albania, Mrs Renate Seib, Deputy 

Ambassador of Austria in Albania.  

Key note speakers included Mrs Jutta Gutzkow, Head of Council of Europe Office, Mrs Adea 

Pirdeni, Deputy Minister of Justice, Mr Pasquale Stanzione, President of Personal Data Protection 

Authority of Italy, other attendees from other institutions and participants from EU projects as 

well.   

The most important result presented during the meeting as a great achievement until now was the 

carrying out of the first consolidated draft for the new law on personal data protection of Albania. 

Moreover, during the event, it was also emphasized the importance of this project with regard to 

Albania’s EU integration process and the fact that data protection is a global challenge.  

The Information and Data Protection Commissioner, Mr Dervishi in his welcoming remarks, 

emphasized that we are currently in an important phase in which the Twinning project is setting 

up the strongest basis in order to guarantee the alignment with GDPR. Moreover, the 

Commissioner’s Office has assured the approval in principle of the Albania’s accession into 

Convention 108 +.  

Mr Mariani, Head of Cooperation, European Union Delegation to Albania, emphasised that 

personal data protection is not only a policy but also a value of the EU and a fundamental right for 

all EU citizens. He congratulated the Albanian institutions and all partners for the close 

cooperation, work done and achievements so far in the framework of data protection project, 

despite the fact that Covid -19 situation posed a formidable challenge. Furthermore, he underlined 



that the EU Delegation encourages all member states to cooperate with Albanian institutions in the 

process of gradual alignment to EU laws.    

At the project’s Kick-off Meeting, participants appreciated the effective coordination and 

collaboration so far, despite the challenges to be faced due to Covid-19 pandemic situation and 

stressed out that both MS and BC representatives will be fully committed until the end of the 

project implementation. An overall presentation of the project’s implementation since its 

beginning until present was also delivered to all participants in order to inform them regarding the 

tangible results achieved so far.   

The new regulatory framework on personal data protection constitutes a significant contribution 

towards Albania's EU integration process. This project will enable the Albanian citizens to benefit 

from the modernization of legislation in this field and from alignment to EU standards on data 

protection rights. 

Through it approval, citizens will have bigger control over the data processing process. The main 

innovations of the new legislation introduces new concepts which go hand in hand with the 

development of the technology like new ways of granting consent, the right to be forgotten, further 

innovative concepts like data portability, privacy by default and by design and higher sanctions 

for breaches of the law. Beside of the novelties introduced pursuant to the GDPR and enforcement 

directive, upon this law a stronger institution of the Commissioner is tried to be ensured so as to 

better respond to challenges that data protection issues represent, but also to stand the domestic 

context.   

At the end of the meeting, Mr Dervishi assured his full commitment and willingness and thereof 

of the Information and Data Protection Commissioner’s Office for strengthening cooperation 

between the beneficiary and all partners involved, aiming at fulfilling the project’s objectives 

successfully.  

For more information about the Twinning project go to: https://www.idp.al/twinning/ 

You can also find the meeting on the official YouTube channel of the Commissioner’s Office 

in this link: https://youtu.be/ixyUJveNIn0

https://www.idp.al/twinning/
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